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mitb the Church that is in their Honſe, 


A OME rery good interpreters, I know, underſtand 

this of a ſettled, ſtated, ſolem meeting of Chri- 
| ſtians at the houſe of Aquila and Priſcilla, for 
public worſhip ; and they were glad of houſes to 


meet in, where they wanted thoſe- better conveniences, 


which the church was afterwards in her proſperous days 
accommodated with. When they had not ſuch places as 
they could wiſh, they thankfully made uſe of ſuch as they 
„ ST | ke | 

But others think it is only meant of their own family, 
and the ſtrangers within their gates, among whom there 
was fo much piety aod devotion, that it might well be 
called à church, or religious houſe. Thus the ancients 
generally utiderſtand it. Nor was it only Aquila and 
Priſcilla, whoſe houſe was thus celebrated for religion 
here ; and Rom. xvi. 5, but Nymphas alſo had a church 


in his honſe, Col. iv. 15. and Philemon, ver. 2. Not 


but that athers, to whom, and from whom ſalutations 
are fent in Paul's epiſtles, made conſcience of keeping up 
religion in their families ; but theſe are mentioned, pro: 
bably becauſe their families were more numetous than 
moſt of thoſe other families were, which made their fa- 
mily-devotions more ſolemn, and conſequently more ta- 
en notice of, Is | SEP 
In this ſenſe J ſhall chuſe to take it; from hence to 
recommend fatnily-religion to you, under the notion of a 
church in the heunſt. When we fee your public aſſem- 
blies ſo well filled, ſo well frequented, we cannot but 
thank God, and take courage; your diligent attendance 
on the miniſtry of the word and prayers, is your praiſe, 
and I truſt, through grace, it redounds to your ſpiritual 


comfort and benefit: but my ſubject at this time will lead 


me to enquire into the ſtate of religion ia your private 
= 2 4 2 5 1 houſes, 


4 Aburcb in the e 


houſes, whether it flouriſh or wether there? Whether it 


be upon the throne, or under foot there Herein I deſire 
to deal plainly and faithfully with your conſcienoes, and 


I beg you. will give them leave to deal ſo with yu. 

The pious and zealous endeavours both of magiſtrates. ; 
and miniſters for the reformation of manners, and the 
ſuppreſſion of vice and profaneneſs are the joy and en- 
cauragement of all — people in the land, —7 a happy 


indication hat God hath. yet mercy in ſtore for ur; If 


the Lord had been plsaſed to kill us, he would not have N 


ſhewed ur ſuch things. as theſe. Now, I know not any 


thing that will contribute more to the furtherance of this 
good work, than the bringing of family religion more 
into practice and reputation. Here the reformation muſt 
begin. Other methods may check the diſeaſe we com- 
plain of, but this, if 1 — might univerſally obtain, would 
cure it. Salt muſt be caſt into theſe ſprings, and then 


the waters would hacked. 


Many a time, no doubt, you i a 
a good ſermon perhaps yon 
have heard, and many ha book bath been put into 
your hands with this defign, to perſuade. you to keep up 
religion in your families, and to aſſiſt you in that therein; 
but, 1 hope, a further attempt to advance this good work, 


part of your duty; m 


by one that is a hearty well · wiſher to it, and to the pro · 


is amiſs, Rev. iii. 3. 


The leſſon then which I would recommend to you from | 


the text is this; 


That the families Th Chriſtians Sele be-hittle-church> 
rever we have a 4e, God d ſhould. 3 


252 or thus, That 
have a church in it. 


Unhappy conteſts there have been, and ill are, among 


wiſe and good men about the conſtitution, order, and 


8⁰ 
breaches, lead us into all truth, and diſpoſe: our minds to 


love and peace, that while we endeavour. berein to walk, 


—— to the light God hath given us, we may cha- 


ritably 


ſperity of your ſouls and familigs, will not be thought 
altogether: needleſs, and that by the grace of God it will. 
not be wholly fruitleſs ; at leaſt it will ſerve to remind 
yo of what you have received and heard to this purpoſe, - - 
that you may held faſt what is good: and ons of what Be 


vernment-of churches 3 God by his. grace heal theſe. | 


5 A Ntureb in the Houſe:. | * 
ritablychelieve that others do ſo too; ! longing to be 
theres, here we. ſhall he all of a mind. 
But Lam now ſpeaking of ehurches, concerning ich 
there is no ſuch — All agree that waer, bf 
families, who profeſs religion, and the fear of God them-, 
ſelves, ſhould, according: to the talents they arè entruſted 
with, maintain and keep up religion and the fear of God 
in their families, as thoſe that muſt give account: and 
that families as ſuch, ſhould K to tlie ſupport. 'of 
Chriſtianity in a nation, whoſe honour, and happinèſs it 
is to be a Chriſtian nation. As nature makes families 
little: kingdoms, and perhaps ceconomies were the firſt 
and, moſt ancient politics: ſo grace makes families Httle 
churches ; and tboſe were the primitive eburches of the 
Old- Teſtament, before men began to call pon the name 
of the Lord in ſolemn aſſemblies, and the Jorts * 'of Did 
came together to preſent themſelves before him. 
Not that I would have theſe family churches ſet up 
and kept up in competition with, much leſs in contradie- 
tion to, public religious aſſemblies, which ought” always 
to have the preference: The Lord loves the - gates of © 
Sion, more than all the dwellings of Jacob, Pſal. Inwevit. ©\ 
2. and ſo muſt we ; and muſt * ſorſake the bn.” S 
of ounſelves popetber, under covert of exhorting one ano- 
ther daily at — far be it from us to offer any mo. 
that may countenance the invading of the office of the 
miniſtryz,or-laying-it in common, and the uſurping r 
ſuperſeding of the adminiſtration of ſacraments: no; but 
| theſe family-cburches (which are but figuratively fo) mut x 
be erected and maintained in ſubordination to n e, 32S 
ſacred and ſolemn eſtabliſhments. f Him] 21 
Now, that I may the more diſtinctly open to you, * 
preſs upon you, this great duty of family - religion, from 
the example of this, and other texts of 4 churth in the” 
houſe, I ſhall endea vour,r/ 
| 4 To ſhew you what this W in e houſo heya? - 
-and when 1 ne N be called chureber.” 
Anda 2 22510 7 1; yy. 530 4 
II. To e oo han ſas e, chas io ben. o· 
your familie into churches. + And then, 3 
III. — ok you U re whole inen rb W 
of application 2 git ddt 07 gendes f 


yvideu 1 2 KAI 


1 ton all the ſubſtance they had gathered, and the 


g N ef by the name of Iſrael, and the 
family, with bimlelf, gives up all bis right, title, and iu 
; tereſh, in his houſe; and all that 2. to it, unto God, 


\ 5 eee 


2. I ara in, the fe. ce, to tell you what that amily- 
fe , Winch wel de r ee in Hh 0 and 


Fry © 47 B » 


7 it doth coal. that 1 TT * what it is we 


re perſuading you to, | 
” hits 7 are Cacred ockties; incorporated for the 
botiour and ſervice of God i in Chriſt; evoted to God, 
and . for bim: ſo ſhould our families Be. 
Churches are ſocieties devofed to Cod, called ont of 
(hy world, taken in ont of the common to be liciofers-for 
God : be hath, er them apart for binſelf ; and becauſe 


1 bath choſen them, they allo have choſen him, and 
ſet themſelves apart for him. The Jewiſh church was 


ſeparated | to, God for A peculiar Feoples;” a langue ef 


ri | of! 
# Wl our, "houſes muſt be chiltches i : "With vurſeiver 
give up our houſes to the Lord, to be tochim 
2 4 Yale. and a People. All the intereſt we have; both 
in our relatiotis, and in our poſſeſſions, muſt be: conſe- 


crated. to God : aàs under the law, all that the ſervant 
nad Was bie maſter's for ever, after he had conſtnted to 
have his ear bored at the door poſt, When God effec- 


tualſy called Abram 'out of Ur of the Caldees, bis fämily 
put on che face of a particular church ; for, in obedience 
to God's precept, and in dependince « on God's promiſe, 


s they had gotten, and put Lem and their all 
under a divine conduct and govertiment, Ger, An. 5. 
His was a great family, not only numerous, "but 


very coaliderable, the father of it was The" father "bf 


all them that. believe; but even little famiſies, Joititly and 
entirely piven up to God, ſo become churches.” When 


* all the members of the family yield themſelves to God, 


Jubſeribe with their hands to be the Lord's, and | ths 
er of the 


** 


to be uſed for him, and diſpoſed, of by 1 bim, bete ig a 


8 church 7 in the houſe. vals Se 


Baptiſm was ordained for the di 92 Rae f nations, 


Matth. xxvlii. 19. That the Linglonr- of 1he world,” as 
Luch, F by the converſion of their p 
-flith o 


ople to the 
iſt, and the conſecration of their 


| P 
kofernments to tile Honour of Chriſt, become hr © 3 


— - wie "4 


* 82818 
, ' 
vw» Fa, 3a. 
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ded oe in bd ann og 


CLIN 


; {A 32 5 * +; . 
1 \ 5: > 4 Sek N | 2 J 6 n | een i . LL . 
bens, Rev. wi. 1. Thus by baptiſm houſholds Nkewiſe 
are difcipted, a8 Lydia's, aud the Jailor's, AQs xf 15, 
33. and in their family capacity are given up to him, who 


is in a particular manner the God. of s/f the familte; of 


1&act,; Jer: xxx. 1. Circumcifion, was at firtt a farmly- 
ordinance, and in that particular, as well as others, bap- 


tiſm doth ſomewhat ſymbolize with, it; when the chil- 


dren of Cbriſtian parents are by baptiſm admitted mem - 
bers of the univerſal church, as their right to baptiſm is 
grounded upon, ſo their communion with the univerſal 


Church is, during their infancy, maintained and kept vp 
chiefly by their immediate relation to theſe churches in 


the houſe; to them therefore they are firſt given back, 
and in them they are depoſited, under the tuition of them 
to be trained up till they become capable of a place, and 
à name in particular churches of larger figure and extent. 


So that baptiſed families, that own their baptiſm, and ad- 
here to it, and in their joint and relative capacity make 


profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith, may fo far be called lit 


More than once in the Old Teſtament, we read of the 
dedication of private houſes, It is ſpoken of as a com- 
mon p e, Deut. xx. 5. What man is there that hath 
built a neu houſe, and hath not dedicated it? i. e. tak- 
en poſſeſſion of it: in the doing of which, it was ufual to 
dedicate it to God by fome ſolemn acts of religious wor- 
ſhip. The 3oth Pſalm is entitled, A p/a/m or ſong at 


- the dedication of the Poſe of David. It is a good thing, 
0 


when a man hath a h his own, thus to convert it 


into a church, by dedicating it to the ſervice aud ho- 


nour of God, that it may be a Bethel, a houſe of God, 


and. not a-Bethaven, a houſe of yanity and iniquity. Eve- 
ry good Chriſtian, that is a houſholder, no 4 


1 an, | loubt, doth 
this habitually and virtually, having firſt given his cun- 


felf to the Lord, befreely ſurrenders all he hath. to him: but 
it may be of good uſe to do it actually and expreſly, and 


often to repeat this act of reſignation, This ſtone which I 
have ſet for a pillar, ſhall be God's heuſe, Gen, xxviii. 22. 


Let all I bave in my houſe, and all I do in it, be for the 
gory of God; I own him to be my great landlord, and 

1 hold all from and under him; to him I promiſe to pay 

be rents, the quit rente, of daily praiſes and. thankſgiv- 
Age; and to do the ſervices, the ealy fervices of goſpłl- 
| A | obedience, 
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Let halineſ5 to the Lord he. . the h 


all the furniture of it, according: whe word which G04 
bath ſpoken. Zech. xiv. 20, 21. That ev2ry pot in Jetu- 
al and Judah, ſhall be holine 1 to the L. 4 of 50%. 
God, by his providence diſpole of the a fairs ag ny. 
fatmily, and by his grace diele the affections of all in 
my family, according to his will, to his own. praiſe. bet 
me and mine be only, wholly, and for ever bs. 
Be perſuaded; brethren, thus to dedicate your hogs 
to God, and beg of him to come and take poſſeſhon' of 
them. If you never did it, WD, it to-night with all +7 
ble LBP and ſincerity, Lift up your heads, e 


gates; and be ye lift up Je everlaſting doors, and the 


King of glory ſhall come in. Bring, the ark of the Lord 
into the tent you bave pitched, d oblige. Df e 
and all yours, to attend it. Look upon | your bouſes 2 
temples for God, places for worlhip,: and all. your poke 
ſions as dedicated things, to be uſed for God's. honour, 
and got to be alienated or profaned. 

2. Churches are ſocieties employed for bak! purſuant 

to the true intent and meaning of this dedication. - - 

e There ate three things neceſſary to the well being of 


a church, and Which are moſt e in the 5 Fore g 


TY 


| ihe endet and help of; a 5 1 7 — 
is a church; and ſomething anſwerable hereunto there 


muſt be In our families, to denominate them little 0 


es. 
Maſters of e who ables in the 1 0 of 


the bouſe, muſt go before ** houſholds in the things of 


God. They mult be as propbets, prieſts, and kings, in 


their own families; and as ſuch they mult keep up family- 


doctrine, famil v. worſip. and family-diſcipline.: then is 
there @ church in the houſe, and this is the a4 religion 
I am perſuading you to. 

- Firſt, Keep up Cntr bl ings 15 ö is not enough that 
you and yours are baptiſed into the Chriſtian faith, and 
profeſs to own the truth as it is in Jeſus, but care muſt be 
taken, and means uſed, that you and yours be well, ge. 


of = 8 
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; | _ quainled 


ee is the be hh, 


Sy ola 05 = 


i W >a ty; 0 dee 


"Tax you. may y keepop e Le, 5 4:37 e 


; no, 1 the vey 7 — 424. When Popery, * — 


5 . Eogliſn Bibles were ſcarce things; a lead of 
bag, it is ſid, was once given for one torn deaf of a Bi- 


ble. But now Bibles are every one's money. Lou know 
where-.to buy them 3 or if not able to do that, perhaps 
in Ibis charitable city you may know where to 8 them. 
It is better to be without bread in your houſes, than with: 
out. Bibles; ſor the words of God's mouth n thoild 
be to you more than your neceſſary ſood. 

But what will it avail you to have Bibles in e 
es, if you do not uſe them ? To bave the great things of 
God's law and goſpel wiitten to you, if yon count them 
as a ſtrange thing? You look daily into your ſhop - books, 


and perhaps converſe much with the new-books, and ſhall 


your Bibles be thrown by as an almanack out of date? It 


is not now penal to read the ſcri in your families, 


as it was in the dawning of the day of Reformation from 

Popery, uben there were thoſe that were acouſed and 
proſecuted for reading iu a certain great' herztical-books 
called an Engliſh Bible." The — qo. notinom. 
— ey: ( Gen. xawyi.' 18.) nor de abe. he- 
5e au your from them, (as Exod, 5 
| 17 


* 
Ang. | 
*Hof ere ale y ua ſpring pur whe re 
the {if pets wen desen 1 

N e tway the ſtone from the mourh vffichele 
Ft — great ebcouragements to tend Uthe 
Fefpette for iotwithſtending e mlcous endeaVowns 
c Atheiliv't the kn 
_ Feriptbre Alt fs reputation 1 all iſe und good 
You have al 6 variety of excellent helps to finder in 
the ſcripture, and to improve your reading of its) ſo 
that if you '6r yours periſh for Hack of thieknowledge; as 
yon certainly wilt; if you perſiſt in the neglect of iti y ou 
may thank Jourkves the er ly wholhyiatexqnt 
own doors. 6332568 L507 Bly O18 
Let me therefore with all earnelicrds preſs. ieaogper 
to make the ſolemn reading of the ſcripture, à part of 
your daily worſhip in your families. When you ſpeak 
ty God by*priyet, be willing to hear bim ſpeak toryou 
iu his word, that there may be a compleat communion 
bet ween you and God. This will add much to the fos 
lemnity of yt famil y-worlhip, and will make the tran 
ſachon the more awful and ſerious, if it be done in aſrigbit 
manner ; which will conduee much to the honour of Gd, 
2 {your-own-and y our-family's ediſica tion. It Willſheig 
to make the word of God familiar to yourſchuts and 
your children and ſervants, that you may be ready and 
miphty inthe ſcriptures, and may from thence be thorongh-· 
furniſhed for every gad word and: wort. In will likes 
wiſefurbiſh you with matter and words for prayer; and 
ſo be helpful to yo in other parts of the ſervice. If ſome 
arts of ſeripture ſeem lels'edifying, let thoſe be [njbre 
Fog uently read that are moſt ſo. David's Pſalms are of 
daily uſe in devotion, - and Solomon's: Proverbs in con- 
verfation- it will be greatly to your advantage to be well 
verſed in them. And hope, I need not-preſs-anyiChri- |] 
ſtian to the ſtudy of the New . Teſtament, nor any Chri- the 
{tian patents to the frequent inſtructing of their children in 
the pleuſant and profitable hiſtories gf the Old. Teſta | ci: 
ment! When! you only hear your children read the Bi- 
ble they are tempted to look upon it as no more gbut a 
ſe beef. book ; but hen they hear you read-it: to them 
nt ary religious manner, it comes, as it ougbt, with 
| Thoſe maſter of families who malie oon 
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1 honing infa, of..that-which: 1 31 


and 
in Chriſtian know of 
delle under their ſhadow ; and the more, if t 


„J. . EKSIITI TORRES TAI ESA WWW 


Aurel in he Ho 


Af 


rer H ata ſyre, have comfort and ſarsfaction in 
nd fihd it contributes much 40 their, own Imp 


\ 


e+..and the.edificatygn of tboſ 


are miniſters expound 8 and | maſers 95 a 


| miliegiread ſome plain and,profitable expo ta of wh at 18 


read) or of ſome. part N 

It is ealy to add, under this head, that the | Kate 
reading of other good books will contribute very, 05 
to family · inſtruction. In helps of this kind, pe A$ 
bappy:as:aby people under the ſan, if we hape hu hearts 
to uſe the belps we have, as thoſe that mult give an 407 


 counthortly of them: among ail abs gelen we are in- 
truſted with. N * 
As, You walk alſo catuchiſe your children, and fer 74x, 


ax: 


fo:long as they continue in that age of life mw 
chi oallk. + Oblige them to learn ſome. good. 5 _ 


| by beart, aud to keep it in remembrancc. 1 L mi 


liar; diſcourſe with them, help them to underſta nd it, 1 
they; become. capable; It is an excellent method of c 77 

chiſing, which God bimſelf directs us to, Deut. vi. 7 
teach our children the things of God, by talking of them 
as we ſit in the houſe, and go by the way, when. wely \ 
down, and when we riſe up, It is good to keep. up. Rated 

times for this ſervice, and be conſtant to them, as thoſe 
that know how: induſtrious: the enemy is to ſow. tares, 
while men ſleep. If this good work be not kept going 
— td, - it will of itſelf go backward... Wiſdom alſo 


ih * 


* will: direct you to mange your catechiſing, as well as the 


other branches of family · religion, ſo as not to make it a 
burden, but as much as may be a pleaſure to thoſe, un: 
der your charge, that the diane may "Iy%cbolly. upon their 


ont ere and not at all upon your improdenes,. if 


yAhould ſay, Brhold what a wearineſs i iti 
Way of inſtruction by catecbiſing, doth in a ſor 
car d belong to the church in the houſes for that s 
the nurſery in which the trees of rigbteouſneſꝭ are reared, 
chat aſterwards are plauted in the.courts of our God. 
Public catechiſing will turn to little aceount without far 
mily ca techiſing. The labour of miniſters iq inſtructing 


of youth, and feeding the lambs of the fleck, therefore 
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mother are a ihe pee 175 owns 


be their beſt" tedcR2rv." Soldifion't Fither ab bir tutor, 


Prov. iv: 37 4. And be never forgot” the eld Kis fo | 


ther tai Thin Pfor. fh, . 
Tbe baptifin oP your chidren, : as it kid 4 8b td 
laſtin ob ation Ab them to $77 in tie fear 6 000 
fo it Font y you under the moſt 1 en een 
imaginable to brin 7 theft) up i that fear. Tr 
you's Bur ub up to God to be dicatect to him, and admit- 
ember of Chriſt's. vifible church, "was i God's 


| 5 given back to you, with the ſame c irs that Pha- 
a 


radh's daughter gave to Moſes's mother, Take this child, 
and nurſe it for me ; and in nurſing it for God; you 
12 it for better pręſerment than that 6f bein called 
4 Pharaoh's daughter. It is worth obſerving 
2 to whom God firlt did the bonour of entatliag 
oe feal of the.covenint upon his ſeed, was eminent for 
this part of fathily-retipion ; 7 Huw Abrahan, faith 
God, that he will commanid his children, and hii 50%. 
% iim to' beep the way of the Lord: Sen. xvii. 19. 
oſe therefore who woul, have the cork ort of God 
N with them and their ſeed, arid would ſhare in That 
bleſſing of Abratiam which comes upon the Gentiles, muſt 
bn hee the example of f Faithful Abratiah; The en- 
tail of the covenant of Face is forfeited and cut off, if 
cate be not taken with it to 0 the means of” grace. 
To what | 720 15 they diteipled, if they be not 
taugh eb hes Mein ebene babe, if 


you. 2 f n 7 ive (Vn "Us knowledge of Chriſt and 
Chriſtiaity 1 


ad has owned them as His children, and 
(Erck. xi. 2 0.) and therefore he expects 

15 dc oh up for bim; you are unjuſt to 
. to your children, ahd unfaichfel to 
5 ir having by baptiſm chteten your children 

in 5 Tchool, 10 liſted them Ander his ban- 
of make conſcience of training them up in 
of Chriſt's s ſcholars, and under che ane 


er what your Wilden are PE? capable of; even 


BS impreſt ions now, which "abide "80g" thei 
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hem preſen | Boing Facrifices;. Pod aul accepta- 
5 e nde Tue, of c ildren. w e will 


Lee Jeſs. toad 
oui der Shit your. clndteb are Klebe fer. we Ape, 
i bf 50rd they molt be 4 4 ſeed \ fo ſerve the Led, 
which hall be accounted to Hin for a generation. They 


are to beatz up tbe name of Chriſt in tbeit pr 4 and into 


their bands muſt be tranſmitted that. gbd „ Which 


\ is chte to US. They a areto be prailing God, on earth, 


when we are praifibp him in heaven. Let ahem then 

-brou gbt 9 585 rdingly, that they may. ale 1 44 
of their birth nd being. They are deligyedfor rh th e fer- 
-<pnſvle. e public welfare th en, and'lets nothing'be . 
2 an 3 120 to ng „them for n e 


55 a 
thou bal, bat a Precious 900 immortal, TR that 1 900 
be ſor ever eitber in heaven or Bll iccordivg” as it ls 


prepared in this reſent ſtate © perhax ps it muſt i | 
75 to that world of ſpirits wy ; Pony; and will it 
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not be ver) fad thto your careleſo and Hep leck, 
your chifdren 15 0 way ys of lin, and j 115 25 
2 5 in thoſe ways; Gjve them 8 7 cha F 
you may deliyer their ſouls, at lesſt, that zn 
= e your own, and may not bring t eir curſe and 


12 too, their blood and your own too, upon your, 8 5 


Io you-cannot give = to your children, not is 

a_ religious conver ation, conffant conſe quent 

religious education ; Ihe ract is not afays to the fone 

gr. the battle 80 the: 7; b but if yo U e con 
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vobr parts and mayicomfortably leave. the, de and: fuce ⸗ 


, Ke * a; 4 WING. 18 2 352 Won An 22 lic! © 
„ Keep A. worship. Vou muſt not 

>= br teach, Nan families, .but as-prieſts, muſt ga 
1750 bem, in offering the ſpirit nal facrihces of prayer 
praiſe - Herein likewiſe, you, . tread in the ſtepg 
of. aithful. Abrabam; (whe ſons; you, are while thus 
you do well ll) you mult. not ne like him, inſtruct your 
houſgold, but like him, you muſt with them, call on the 
name; of the. Lord, the everlaſting. Cod, Gen. xxi. 33. 
Wherever he pitched. his tent, there he built an altar un. 
to He Hard,. Gen. xi, 7, 8. xii. 7701 18. Though, he was. 
et in an;uoſettled ate, but a ranger, and a benen 

though. he was among jealous and envious neighbours, 
the | 7 and the Perizzite dwelled. then in rhe Ae 
6h whe rever. Abraham. had. a tent, God had an, a tar in 
it, nd. he- himſelf ſerved at that altar. Herein, be hes. 

left us an example. 

Families, as ſuch. have many errands at the . 
WIC . — 4 — wakter, an ageing fax, 


a. 


10 my bor thoſe chat go. en the reſt in (edt 
tion, ordinarily. to dwell moſt upon the concerns of thoſe. 
that. join in their family capacity, that it may be indeed 
ily: prayer, not only offered in and by os: family, 
bar ſuited to it. In this and other ſervices,: we ſhould 
endeavour; not only to fay eee ene to 
the purpoſe. 21811 Xl 68 
Five things eſpecially you ſhould have upon e e 
in your family · prayer, and endeavour to bring 
ſamething of each, more or les, into every prayer uit 
your amilies. S N 
. Von ought to moke familpuachuomlidgenonti of 
your dependance. «pon Cad and bis. providence, at you. 
ate milz. Qur great buſineſi im all acts of religious 
worſhip: is, to gioe unta the Lord the glary due unts hit 


add 


nene and this we muſt. do in our family- worſhip. Gine 
benour to Cod as the founder of families by bis ordi«+ 


2 3 r to 4 alone mh 
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ue Bre of your families by bis 


and your: obliga 


ure FRY 15 
en gor lb 
the houſe, und ſetteth the ſoltary In 


1 


families Ge Böger c Him; us the owner arid fülef 

af families; acknowledge that you and yours are bis, Un- 
der bis government, and at his Giſpoſe, a the ſlivep of 
His paſture; "Eſpeciaily adote-himz-as the God of all the 
feini 


lies of Iſrael, in covenant; relation to them, and bay 


ing a particular concern ſor them above others, Jer. 
xX<xi. 1. Give hondur to the great Redeemer, as tlie head 
of all churches; ee thoſe in your houſes; call him the 


r ofthe family, and the great opbolder and benefar-· 


tor of it; for he it is in whom all the" families of the 
earth are bleſſed, Gen. xii. 3. All *Family: :bleffings 
are owing” 


to Chriſt, and come to us through his 
hand, by his blood. Oun your dependance ubtò God, 4 
tions to Chriſt, for all good things pert 
taining to life and godlineſs, and make conſcience of 


paying homage to your chief Lord, aud never ſet op 
4 title to any of your- nee in | competition” to. 


Tony You ought to make fumilyuconſeſiung: of your of 
inſt Cod, thoſe ſins you have contracted the guilt of 
in your family capacity. We read in ſcriptute of the 
a of the houſe, as of Eli's, 1 Sam. iii, 13, 14. 1 


niquity' viſited upon the children: ſins that bring wrath 


upot tamnilies,/ and a curſe that enters into the houfe ie 
conſumt it with the timber thereof, and theiſtones thereof. 
Z&6,"v- 4. How ſad is the condition of thoſe ee 
that ſitr together, and never pray together; tbat by 
curring in franda, quarrel and exceſſes, by ſtrengthnigp* 
one another's hands in impiety and profaneneſs; ſill the 
meaſure of family-guilt, and never er 200908 to. do: 


any thing to empty it: 


And even religious Families, that are not polluted with" 
groſs and ſcandalous ſins, yet have need to join every day” 


in the ſolemn acts and expreſſions of repentance 


God for their ſins of daily inſirmity. Their vain: 0 


and unproſitable con verſe among themſel ves; their ma- 
nifold; deſects in relative duties, provoking one anotbers 
luſts and-paſkons; inſtead of provoking: one -another te 


love, and to good works, - Theſe ought to be confeſſed” 


and bewailed by the family -togerher;' that God may be 
gory dae as ben a ami maybe n 


ure ace. 


A n was vor ouly in a time of great and S- 
traordinary z that families ausummed apart, 
Zech wii. Ire But in the Rated: returns of the day ot ex- 


pation the prielt was particularly 0 rate atonement 
Runge we all 
offend God, and one another, and a; peninent con- 
ether, will be the matt elfe dual 


for his 'houſhold,”" Lev. xvi 1). In many tl 


feſſion of it in prayer t 

way of reconciling ourfelves both to God, and 4p ong a. 
nother. 'The beſt. families, and thoſe in which piety and 
love ptevails 2 yet in many things come ſhort, and 
do envogh/every 4 to due them upon their Knees at 
night. "PP | 50 


5 You ſe to offer up gene bnd PR bh 


blefings which you, with your families, receive from God. 


Many are ihe mercies which you enjoy the ſweetneſs and 
benefit of in common; which if wanting to one, all the 


family would be ſenſible of it. Hath not God made 4 


Hedge of protection about you aud. your houſes,. and 44 


thal your have? Job i. to, Hath he not created -a de- 
tence upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, as well 


as upon her aſſemblies® Ma! lv. 5. The dreadtul alarms 


of a ſtorm. and the deſolations made as by a fire once in 
an age, ſhould make us ſenſible of our obligations to di- 
vine ptovidence, for our preſer vation from tempeſts and 
fire every day, and every night. I is of the 922 mor- 
cies that we are not conſumed, and buried in the ruins of 
our houſes." When the whole family-comes together ſafe 
in the morning, from tbeir reſpective retirements, and 
when they return ſafe at Ahn, from their reſpeftive em - 
ployments, there being dee % no diſaſter, no adverſary, 
no evil eccurrent, it is fo reaſonable, ' and, asT may lay, 
ſo natural for them to join together in folemn thank(- 
givings to their great protector, that I wonder how apy 
that believe a God, and a providence, can'omit it. Have 
you not health in your ' family, ſickneſs kept or taken 
from the midſt of you? Doth not God —— plentifully 
into your bands, and increaſe your ſubſtance? Have — 
not your table ſpread, and your cup running over, and 
mana rained about your tente? And doth not the whole 
family ſhare in the comfort ot all this? Shall not then 
the voice of thankſgiving be in thoſe tabernacles, where 


the voice fit rant * Pſal. cxvni. 15. Is the — 4 


the houſe fide 


4 


itful and onrifhing, and he — 


* o 
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A Ghureh in the Hoſe. 17 
round the table green and growing ? Are family · rela- 
tions comfortable ant agreeable, not broken; ner imbit- 
tered? And ſhall not that God be deknowledped Herein, 
who makes every creature to be that to us chat it is 
Shall tot the God of your mereies, your family merties, 
3 God of your praiſes; your family praiſes, and that 
i; Ed eo de CE Ee 
The benefit and hononr of your being Chriſtian-fami- 
milies, your having in God's houſe, and within his walls, 
a place, and a name, better than that of ſons and daugh- 
ters, and the ſalvation this brings to your houſe, furniſh+ 
eth you with abundant matter for joint-chankſgivinps. 
Ton hath: he kngwn above all the families of the earth, 
and therefore he expects in a ſpecial manner io be owned 
by yotd, Of all houſes, the Hoaſe of Hfrarl, the homſe 
23 and the houſe bf Levi, have moſt reaſon to 
lefs the Lord, and io fay; that 5 mercy endureth for 
G e 7 B15 LE bo 
3. You ought to preſent your family-priitions for the 
mercy and prace which jour famlilits-ſland in need of. 
Daily bread is received by families together, and we are 
taught not only to pray for it every day, but to pray to- 
gether for it; ſaying, Our Father, give it us. There are 
affairs and employments which the family is joiatly con- 
cerned in the ſucceſs of, and therefore ſhould jointly ask 
of God wiſdom for the management of them, and proſpe- 
rity therein. There are family cares to be caſt upon God 
by prayer, tamily-comforts to be foupht for, and family. 
e.roſſes which they ſhould together beg for the ſanctiſica 
Vs tion arid removal of: Hereby your children will be more 
ys effectually poſſeſſed with a belief of, and regard to, the di- 
vine providerice, than by all the inſtructions you can give 
them, which will look belt in their eye, when thus reduc- f 
ed to practice by your daily acknowledging God in all | 
your ways. Ys ; | 5 | 
Tou deſire that God will give wiſdom and grace to 
your children, you fravel in birth again till you ſte Chriſt | 
formed in them, you pray for them; it is well, but it is j 
not envugh ; you muſt pray with them; let them hear | 
you pray to God for a bleſſing upon the good inſtructions ; 
and counſels you give them; it may perhaps put them : 
upon praying for themſelves, and increaſe their eſteem : 
both of you, and of the good leſſons you — 
1 . * AE a 4 3 . . 5 4 1 ou 
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You would have your ſervants diligent and faithful, and 
this perhaps would help them ſo. Maſters do not give to 
their ſervants that'whick is juſt and equal, if they do not 
continue in prayer with them. © 1 


. 


There are ſome temptations which families, as ſuch, 
ly open to: buſy families are in temptation to worldli- 
neſs, and neglect of religious duties; mixed families are 
in temptation to diſcord, and mutual jealouſies; decaying 
families are in temptation to diſtruſt, diſcontent, and in- 
direct courſes, to help themſelves; they ſhould therefore 
not only watch, but pray together, that they be not o- 
vercome by the temptations they are expoſed to. 
©. There are family-bleflings which God hath promiſed, 
and for which he will be ſought unto, ſuch as thoſe on 
the houſe of Obed-edom for the ark's ſake; or the mercy 
which Paul begs for the hou/e of One ſiphorus, 2 Ti m. 
3, 16. Theſe. joint-bleſſings muſt be ſued out by joint ; 
prayers. There is a ſpecial bleſſing which God commands 
upon families that dwe//tegether in unity, Pal. Cxxxiil. 
1, 3. which they muſt ſeek for by prayer. and come to- 
gether to ſeck for. it, in token of that unity which quali: 
fies for it. Where God commands the bleſſing, we muſt 
beg the, bleſſing. God by promiſe bleſſeth David's houſe, 
and therefore David by prayer bleſſeth it too, 2 Sam. 
vi. 22. | : 85 

5. You ought to make family-interceſſions for others 
alſo. There are families you ſtand related to, or which 
by neighbourhood, friendſhip, or acquaintance, you be- 
come intereſted in, and concerned for, and theſe you 
ſhould recommend in your prayers to the grace of God, 
and your family that are joined with you in the alliances, 
ſhould join with you in thoſe prayers. Evil tidings per- 
haps are received from relations at a diſtance, which are 
the grief of the family; God muſt then be ſought unto 
by the family for ſuccour and deliverance. Some of the 


branches of the family are perhaps in diſtant countries, 


and in dangerous circumſtances, and fo are ſolicitous a- 
bout them: it will be a comfort to yourſelves, and per- 
haps will be of Froantage to them, to make mention of 
them daily in your family-prayers. The benefit of prayer 
Will reach far, becauſe be that hears prayer, can extend 
his hand of power and mercy to the utmoſt corners of 
the cartb, and to them that are afar off upon the a 
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3 4 Church's in the Hoe. x 
"In the public peace likewiſe, we and our families ha- 
peace and therefore, if we forget thee, 0 Jerufalem, 
we are unworthy ever to ſtand in thy courts, or dwell 
within thy walls. Our families ſhould be witneſſes for 


us, that we pray daily for the land of our nativity, and 


the proſperity of all its intereſts; that praying every 
where, we make ſupplication for the king, and all in au- 
thority, 1 Tim. ii. 2. 8. That we bear upon our hearts 


the concerns of God's church abroad, eſpecially the ſuf= 


fering parts of it, Thus keeping up a ſpiritual commu- 
nion with all the families that in every place call on the 
name of the Lord Jeſus: 

In a word, let us go by this rule in our family- devo- 
tions; whatever is the matter of our care, let it be 
the matter of our prayer; and let us. allow no care, 
which we cannot in faith ſpread before God: and what- 
ever is the matter of our rejoicing, let it be the matter of 
our thankſgiving ; and let us withhold our hearts from 


all thoſe joys, which do not diſpoſe us for the duty of 


praiſe. 

| Under this head of family-worſhip, T muſt not omit 
to recommend to you the ſinging of Pſalms in your fami- 
lies, as a part of daily- worſhip, eſpecially Sabbath-worſhip. 
This is a part of religious worſhip, which - participates 
both of the word and prayer; for therein we are not 
only to give glory to God, but to teach and admoniſh 


one another ; it is thereſore very proper to make it a 


tranſition, From the one to the other, Tt will warm 'and 
quicken you, refreſh and comfort you, and perhaps, if 
you have little children in your houſes, they will ſooner 
take notice of it, than of any other part of your family- 
devotion ; and ſome good impreſſions may thereby be 
faſtened upon them inſenſthly. : 

Thirdly, Keep up family-diſcipline, that ſo you „ 
have a compleat church in your houſe, though in little. 
Reaſon teacheth us, that every man ſhould bear rule in 
his own houſe, Eſther i, 22. And ſince that, as well as 
other power, is of God, it ought to be employed for 
God ; and they that ſo rule, muſt be juſt; ruling in his 
fear. Joſhua looked further than the acts of religious 


_ worſhip, when he made that pious reſolution, A. fer ne 


and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, Joſhua' xxiv,” 15. 


For we do not ſerve him in { EY and truth, . 


C 2 


E 8 
dureh in the Houſe 
. * mt * 


* | 
Is the ſeryicehe there ſpeaks of, ver. 14.) if we and ours 


ſerus him only on gur knees, and do not take cate to ſerve 
him in all the jnftances of a feligſous con! ria 


accounted the geyeratien of them that ſeek God, Pla. 


xxiv. 4, 6. And without this, thoſe that pretend to ſeek | 


* 4 


Ged daily, do but mack him, Iſs. li. 2. 
The authority God hath given yon oyer ypur chil- 
dren and ſervants, is principally deſigned for this end, 
that you may thereby engage them for God and godli- 


neſs. If yog pſe it only to oblige them to dg your will, 


and ſo to ſerve your pride, and to do your bufinefs,. and 
fo to ſerve your worldlineſs, you do not anſwer the great 


end of your being inveſted with it: you muſt yſe it for 
God's honour, by it to engage them as fargs you cap, 
to do the will of God, and mind the buſineſs of religion. 


Holy David not only bleſſed bis houſnold, but took care 


to keep good order in it ; as appears by that plan of his 
family diſcipline, which we have in the rot Plalm. A 
Pſalm which Mr. Fox tells us, that bleſſed martyr, biſhop 
Rigley, often read to his family, as the rule by which he 
reſolved to govern it. n 


Fou are made keepers of the vinerard; be faithful to 


your truſt, and carefully watch over thoſe that are un- 
under your charge, knowing you muſt give account. 

1. Countenance every thing that is good and praiſe- 
worthy in your children and ſervants. It is as much your 
duty to commend and encourage thoſe in ypur family 


that do well, as to reprove and admoeniſh thoſe that do 


amiſs; and if you take delight only in blaming that which 
is culpable, and are backward to praiſe that which is lau- 
dable, you give occaſion to fuſpeft ſamethbing of an ill 


nature not becoming a good man, much leſs a good Chri- 


tian. It ſhould be a trouble ta us, when we have a re- 
proof to give, but a pleaſure to ys to ſay with the apoſtle, 
I Cop. xi. 2. Now I praiſe vou. dels (ts 

©  Molt people will be eaſier led than driven, and we all 
love to be Ipoken fair: when you ſee any thing that is 
hppeful and promifing in your inferiors, any thing of a 
e diſpoſition, much more any thing 
'of a pious affection to the things of God, you ſhould 
therefore contrive to encourage it. Smile upon them 
beben you ſee them ſet their faces heavenwards, and my 


— 


tion. 


Thoſe only that have gan hands, aud pure beore, ure 
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we firſt opportunity. to let chem kyow you obſerve. it, 
Y and are MIL pleaſed. with it, and do not. de/pi/e the day 
. of fall things, This will quicken them to continue and 
J abayrd in that which is good, it will bearten them a- 
{ gainſt be difficulties they ſee in their way, and perhaps 
a may turn the wayering, trembling ſcale the right way, 
and effequ3liy-determine their reſolutions to cleave. to 
. | rhe hard, When you ſee them forward to come to 
. family-worſhip,. attentive, to the word, devout in 
u Prayer, induſtrious to get e afraid of ſin, and 
1 careful to do their duty, let them have the praiſe of it, 
1 for you have the comfort of it, and God muſt have all the 
A glory. Drau them with the cords of a nan, hold 
r them with bands of love, ſo ſhall your rebukes, when 
2 they are neceſſary, be the more acceptable and effec- 
: tyal, The great ſhepherd gathers the lambs in his arms, 
1 and carries them in his boſom, and gently leads them, and 
$ ſo ſhould you, 4% %%% 
\ 2. DNifcountenance every thing that is evil in your 
d children and ſervants. Uſe your authority for the pre- 
e venting of fin, and the ſuppreſſing of every root of byzter- 
neſs, leſt jt ſpring up, and trouble you, and thereby many 
0 be defiled, . Frown upon every thing that brings fin into 
- your families, and introduceth any ill words, or ill prac- 
| tices. Pride and paſſion, ſtrife and contention, idleneſs 
4 and intemperance, lying and flandering, theſe are fins 
r which- you-muſt not eonnive at, nor fuffer to go without 
y a rebuke. If you return to the Almighty, this among o- 
0 ther.things is required of you, that you put away ini- 
h guity, all iniquity, theſe and other the like iniquities, far 
þ from your tabernacles, Job xxii. 23- Make it to appear, 
1 that in the government of your families, 790 are more 
j- jealous for God's honour, than for your. own brane) 
- and jqtereſt, and ſhew yourſelves more diſpleaſed at that 
, which is an offence to God, than at that which is only 
; an affront or damage to yourſelves. _ _ *' ..- . 
1 L You muſt indeed be careful nat to provoke your children 
is to wrath, leſt they be diſcouraged; and as to your. ſex- 
a vant, it is your duty to forbear or moderate chreatnings 
g vet you mult alſo with holy zeal and reſolution, ang 1 
d meekneſs of wiſdom, keep good order in your families, 
m and ſet no wicked thing before your eyes, but, withels K- 
> Suinſt. 4 luis leauen leavencth the whnſe tvepardan be 
ve 3d: | ral 


/ 


I 
22 4 Church in the HMM. 
fraid of having wicked ſervants in your houſes, left your 
children learn their way, and get a ſnare to their ſouls. 
Drive away with an angry countenance. all that evil com- 
munication which corrupts good manners, that your 
houſes may be habitations of righteouſneſs, and fin may 
never find ſhelter in them. I come now, : E 


. 


Secondly, To offer ſome motives to perſuade you thus 
to turn your families into little charches. And, O that 
. I could find out acceptable words, with which to reaſon 
ſo as to prevail. Suffer me a little, and I will ſhew you 
what is to be ſaid on God's behalf, which is worth your 
confideration. | | 5 
I, If your families be little churches, God will come 
to you, and dwell with you in them; for he hath ſaid 
concerning the church, This is my reſt for ever, here will 
T dwell. It is a very conſiderable thing, to have the gra - 
cious preſence of God with us in our families, that pre- 
ſence which is promiſed, where two or three are gathered 
together in his name. This was it that David was ſo de- 
firous of, Pal. ci. 2 O when wilt thou come to me! His 
palace, his court, would be as a priſon, as a dungeon, to 
him, if God did nct come to him, and dwell with him, 
in it; and cannot your hearts witneſs to this deſire ? You 
that have houſes of your own, would you not have God 
come to you, and dwell with you, in them? Invite him 
then, beg his preſence, court his ſtay. Nay, he invites 
himſelf to your houſes, by the offers of his favour and 


grace; Behold, he flands at your door, and knocks : it 


is the voice of your beloved, open to him, and bid him 
welcome; meet him with your hoſannas; Bleſſed is 


he that cometh. He cometh peaceably, he brings a bleſ- 


ſing with him, a bleſſing which he will cauſe to reſt upon 
the babtations of the righteous, Ezek. xliv. 30. He will 


command a bleſſing, which ſhall amount to no leſs than 


life for evermore, Pal. xxxiii. 3. This preſence and bleſ- 
fiog of God, will make your relations comfortable, your 
affairs ſucceſsful, your enjoyments ſweet ; and heho/d by 
it all things are made clean to you. This will make your 


family. comforts double comforts, and your family-croſſes 


but half croſſes ; it will turn a tent into a temple, a cot- 
tage into a palace. Beautiful for ſituation, the joy of 
the. whole earth, are the houſes in which God dwells, 
f 1 51 18 | 8 9 5 . Now, 


* 
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Now, the way to have God's preſence with you in your 
houſes is, to furniſi them for his entertainment. Thus 
bk. ns Shunamite invited the prophet Eliſha to the 
chamber ſhe had prepared for him, by accommodating him 
there with 2 bed and a table, a ſtool and a candleſtich, 
2 Kings iv. 10, Would you furniſh your houſes for the 
preſence of God, it is not expected that you furniſh them 
as his tabernacle was of old furniſhed, with Sue, and 
purple, and ſcarlet, and fine line n; but ſet up and keep 
up for him a throne, and an altar, that from the altar you 
and yours may give glory to him, and from the throne 
He may give law to you and yours; and then you may be 
ſure of his preſence and bleſſing, and may ſolace yourſelves 
from day to day in the comfort of it. God will be with 
ou in a way of mercy, while you are with him in a way 

of duty; If you ſeek him, he will be found of you. The © 
ſecret of God ſhall be in your tabernacle, as it was on 
Job's, chap. xxix. 4. as it is with the righteous, Pſal. 


xxv. 14. Prov. iii. 32, 33. | | 
2dly, If you make your houſes little churches, God 
will make them lutle ſanduaries ; nay, be will him- 
ſelf be to you as a /ittle ſanctuary, Ezek. xi. 16. The 
way to be ſafe in your houſes is, to keep up religion and 
the fear of God in your houſes ; ſo fhall you dwel/ on 
high, and the place of your defence ſhall be the munition 
of rocks, Iſa. xxxiii. 16. The law looks upon a man's 
houſe as his caſtle, religion makes it truly ſo. If God's 
grace be the glory in the midſt of the houſe, bis provi- 
dence will nate a wall of fire round about it, Zech ii. 5. 
Satan found it to his contuſion, that God made a hedge 
about pious Job, about his houſe, and about all that he 
had on every ſide, ſo that he could not find one gap by 
which to break in upon him, chap- i. 10 Every dwelling- 
place of mount Sion ſhall be protected, as the tabernacle 
was in the wilderneſs, for God haih promiſed, to create ; 
upon it a cloud and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a ; 
flaming fire by night, which ſhall be a defence upon all ; 
the glory, Ia. iv. 5, If we thus dwell in the hanſe of the : 
Lord all the days of our life, by making our houſes his | 
houſes, we fhall be hid in his pavilion, in the ſecret of his 
tabernacle ſhali he hide us, Plal. xxvii. 4, 5 3 
Wherever we encamp, ander the banner of Chriſt, the 
angels of God will encamp round about us, and Wen | 
dh ; their 
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A of Churth in the Hg. 
their tents, whete we pitch dur; and We little think How 


much ws owe it to the miniſtra tion of the geod angele, 


that wWe and ours ate preſerved: from tbe tnälies ef evil 


angels, who are continually ſeeking to do iniſchief 65 god 


prople. There are terrors that fly by night and by day; 


Which they only that abide under the ſhadow bf the ul. 


mighty, can promiſe themſelves to be. ſafe from; Plal. 
Aci. 1, 3. Would you enfure your houſe hy the belt poli- 


cy of enſurance; turn them itito- churches, and then they 


ſhall be taken under the ſpecial protection of hini that 
keeps Iſrael, and neither ſſlumbers nor fleeps ;- aud if any 
damage come t6 them, it hall be mage up in grace ant 


glory. The way of duty is without doubt the way of > 


ſafety. LIPS) 4 ! ch Brad / © I'S f + + y L442 0 F242 r =, 
Praying families are kept from more miſchiefs thay 
they themſelves are aware of: They are not always ſens 


ſible of the diltini6n which a kind previdence riikket 


between them and otbets; though God is pleaſed ſorhe- 
times to make it remarkable, as in the ſtöry which is 
credibly related of a certain village in the Canton of Bern 
in Switzerland, conſiſting of ninety houſes; which in the 


year 1584. was all deſtröyed by An earthquake, except 


one houſe, in which the gdod man and his family Were 
at that time together praying. That promiſeè is ſure to 
all the ſeed of faithfül Abraham, Feur hot; I am thy 


ſhieldy Gen, xv. 1. Wiſdont herſelf hath paſt her word 


for it, Prov. i 33. Ws hearteth to Hit; wherever he 


dwells, he all dwell ſafely; and ſpuli be guitt from all 


real evil itſelf, and from the amazing, tormenting fear 
ef evil. Nothing can hurt; nothing needs frighten; thoſe 
whom God protects. bo e 


ay, Ir you have not a church in your houſes it is 
to be ſeared Satan will have a ſeat there. If religion do 


not rule in your families, fin and wickedneſs will rule 
there. I know where thou dwelleſt, (laith Chriſt ts the 
angel of the church of Pergamos; Rev. ii; 13.) ever 
where Satan's ſeut is; that was his afflictiom; but there 
are many whoſe ſin it is: by their irreligion and immora · 


lity they allow Satan a ſeat in cheit houſt s, and that ſeat 


a throne. They are very willing that the ſtrong man 


armed ſhould keep his palace there, aud that his goods 


frouldbe at peace; and the ſureſt way to prevent this is, 


* 


W fo .c a 


af © _  _ LI {md D&S was A wi os 


etl up u churrh in hr houſes It i commonly Fier 
at 


A E535 AY vw 4 _ -. yt 


S ©&, rwrnmy oo 


A: Charch in the Houſe. 25 
7  Thatwhete God hath a church, the Devil will have. his 
| chappel; but it may more truly be ſaid in this caſe, Where 
God hath not à church, the Devil will have his chappel. 
| If the unclean ſpirit find the houſe in this ſenſe empty, emp - 
ty of good, though it be ſwept and garni/hed, he taketh. 
to himſelf ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than bimſelf, 
aud they enter in and dwell-there. 7 8 VEIN 
Terrible ſtories: have been told of houſes haunted by 
the Devil, and of the fear people have had of dwelling in 
ſuch houſes ; verily thoſe houſes in which rioting and 
drunkenneſs reign, in which ſwearing and curſing are the 


„ wh 


bs of 


ooo 


language of the houſe, or in which the more ſpiritual 
wickedneſs of pride, malice, covetouſneſs, and deceit, have 
the aſcendant, may truly be ſaid to be haunted by the 
| Devil, and they are moſt uncomfortable houſes for any 
; man to live in : they are ho/ds of foul /pirits, and cages 
| of unclean and hateful birds, even as Babylon the great 
- will be when it is fallen, Rev. xxviii. 2. 7 : 
) Now, the way to keep fin outof the houſe is, to keep up 
a religion in the houſe, which will be the moſt effectual an- 
- tidote againſt Satan's poiſon. When Abraham thought 
2 concerning Abimeleh's houſe, Surely the fear of Cod is 
G not in this place, he concluded no leſs, but they will ay 
J me for my wife's ſake, Gen, xx. 11. Where no fear of 
1 God is, no reading. no praying, no devotion, what can 
1 one expect but all that's bad? Where there is impiety, 
D there will be immorality; they that re/{rain prayer, caſt 
1 off fear, Job xv. 5. But if religious worſhip have tts 
* place in the houſe, it may be hoped, that vice will not 
8 have a place. There is much of truth in that ſaying of 
3 good Mr. Dod, Either praying will make a man give 
is oper ſinning, or ſinning will make a man give over pray - | 
0 ing. There remains ſome hope concerning thoſe who are # 
e otherwiſe bad, as long as they keep up prayer. Though i 
e there be a ſtruggle between Chriſt and Belial in your : 
1 houſes, and the inſults of fin and Satan are daring and ; 
Ee threatning, yet as long as religion keeps the field, and the- 5 
Lb. weapons of its warfare are made uſe of, we may hope ; 
it the enemy will loſe ground. T ; 
n  4thly, A church in the houſe, will make it very com- ; 
is fortable to yourſelves. - Nothing more agreeable to a 
s, gracious foul, than conſtant communion with a gracious | 
4, { God; it is the one thing it 8 to duell in the houſe 


4 


| Fx A Church in the Houſe, | 
|: CH Lord; here it is as in its element, it is its ref for 
1 er. If therefore our houſes be houſes of the Lord, we 
* ſhall. for that reaſon love home, reckoniug our daily de- 
zation, the ſweeteft of our daily delights ; and our fa- 
mily-worſhip, the moſt valuable of our family-comforts, 
Tho wit fanctify to us all the cotiveniences of our houſe, 
and reconcile us to the inconveniences of it, What are 
Solomon's gardens, and orchards, and pools of water, 
and other the delights of the ſons of men, (Eceleſ. ii. 
5, 6, B.) in compariſon with thefe delights of the chil- 
Family- religion will help to make our family relations 
comfortable to us, by promoting love, preventing quar- 
rels, and extinguiſhing heats that may at any time happen. 
A family living in the fear of God, and joining daily in 
religious worſhip, truly enjoys itſelf ; Beho/d how good, 
and how pleaſant, a thing it is for brethren thus to dwell 
together; it is not only ike-ointment and perfume which 
rejoice" the heart, but like the holy ointment, the holy 
perfume, wherewith Aaron the ſaint of the Lord was con- 
ſecrated: not only like the common dew to the graſs, 
But like the dew which deſcendeth upon the mountains 
of Sion, the holy mountains, Pſal. cxxxiii. 1, 2. The 
communion of ſaints in that which is the work of ſaints, 
is without doubt the moſt pleaſant communion here on 
'earth, and the livelieſt repreſentation, and ſureſt pledge 
of thoſe everlafting joys, which are the happineſs of the 
h puke of juſt men made perfect, and the hopes of holy 
fouls in this imperfect ſtate. 3 e 
Fiamily- religion will make the affairs of the family ſuc- 
ceſs ful; and though they may not in every thing iſſue 
to our mind, yet we may by faith forſee that they will 
at laſt iſſhe to our good. If this beauty of the Lord our 
Cod be upon us, and our families, it will proſper the work 
"of our hands unto us, yea, the work of our hands it will 
_ eſtabliſh; ox however, it will eſtabliſh our hearts in that 
"comfort which makes every thing that occurs eaſy, Pſal. 


. 17, xn. 8. 


Me cannot ſuppoſe our mountain to ſtand ſtrong, but 
Mat it will be moved; trouble in the fleſh we muſt ex- 
peck, and afflition in that from which we promiſe 
ou irfelves moſt comfort; and when the diyine provi- 
gende makes our Houſes of mourning, then it will be 
. 2 | comfor- 


- 


praiſing bim in heaven. 


A Charch in the Houſes 27 
comfortable to have them houſes of prayer, and, ta have 
had them O before. When ſickneſs, and ſorrow, and. 
death, come into our familias, (and ſooner or later they: 
will come) it is good that they ſhould „ 

rayer agoing, and the family accuſtomed ta ſeek God; 
or if we are then ta begin this good wk. whe VER | 
forceth us to it, we ſhall drive heavily in it. They that 
pray conſtantly when they are well, may pray comforta - 
ly when they are ſick. 3c A ts 
thy, A church in the houſe, will be a good legacy; 
nay, it will be a good inheritance, to be left to your chil: 
dren after you. Reaſon directs us to conſult the welfare 
of poſterity, and to lay up in a ſtore a- good foundation 
for thoſe that ſhall come after us to build upon, and we 
cannot do this better, than by keeping up religion in our 
houſes, A family- altar will be the beſt entail ; your 


children will for this riſe up, and call you bleſſed ; and 


it may be hoped, they will be praiſing God for you, and 
praiſing God like you, here on earth, when you are 


| You will hereby leave your children the benefit of ma- 
ny prayers put up to heaven for them, which will be kept, 
as it were, upon the ſile there, to be anſwered to their 
comfort, when you are ſilent in the duſt. It is true ef 
prayer, what we ſay of winter, It never rots in the fries, 


The ſe ed of Jacob know they do not ſeek in vain, though 
ome 


perhaps they live not to ſee their prayers anſwered. 

ood Chriſtians that have made conſcience of praying 
daly with and for their children, have been Ae, 
to hope that the children of ſo many prayers ſhould not 
miſcarry at laſt; and thus encouraged, Joſeph's dyin 
word hath been the language of many a dying: Chriſtian's 
faith, I die, but God will ſurely viſit zen, Gen, I. 24, I 
have heard of a hopeful ſon, who ſaid, He valued his 
intereſt in. his pious father's prayers, far mare than his 
intereſt in his eſlate, though a confiderable on. 

Lou will likewiſe hereby leave your children a. good 


example, which you may hope they will follow when 


come into houſes of their own. The uſage and practice 


of families is commonly tranſmitted from one generation 


40. another; bad cuſtoms are many times thus entailed.: 
they that burnt incenſe to the queen of heaven, learnt. of 
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their fathe ri, Je EM And. a vain converſation 
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Vas thes received by tradition, 1 Pet! l. 18. And why 
may not good cuſtoms be in Ike manner handed down 
| to poſtetit) ? Thus we ſhould'make known the way of 
Gbd to our children, that they may ariſ and declare 
em to their children,” Pſal. Ixxviii. 6. and religion may 
become an heir - Ioom in our families; let your children 
be able to ſay, when they are tempted to fit looſe to re- 
Vpion, That it wat the way of their family, the good old 
way, in which their fathers walked, and in which” they 
themſelves were educated and trained up + and with this 
they may anſwer him that reproacheth them. Let fa- 
mily-worſhip, beſides all its other pleas for itſelf, ' be able 
in your houſes to plead preſcription, And though to 
the acceptablerjeſs of the ſervice it is requiſite, that it be 
done from a higher and better principle, than purely-to 
keep up the cuſtom of the family, yet better ſo than not 
at all: and the form of godlineſs may by the grace of 
God, at length prove the happy vehicle of its power; and 
dry bones, whilſt unburied, may be made to live. Thus 
a good man leaves an inheritance to his children; and 
the generation of the upright ſhall be bleſſed. io 
 6th/y, A chureh in the houſe, will contribute very 
much to the proſperity of the church of God in the nation. 
Family- religion, if that prevail, will put a face of 'reli- 
gion upon the land, and very much advance the beauty 
agd peace of our Engliſh Jeruſalem, This is that, which 
T hope, we are all hearty well-wiſhers to; ſetting aſide 
the confideration of parties, and ſeparate intereſts, and 
burying all names of diſtinction in the grave of Chriſtian 
charity, we earneſtly deſire to ſee true catholic Chriſtia- 
nity, and ſerious godlineſs in the power of it, prevailing 
and flouriſhing in our land; to ſee knowledge filling the 
land, as the waters cover the ſea; to ſee holineſs and 
love giving law, and triumphing over fin and ſtrife ; we 
would fee cauſe to call your city a city of righreou/nefſs. 
a faithful city, its walls ſalvation, and its gate, praiſe. 
Now, all this would be effected, if family - religion were 
generally ſet up, and kept unn. 

When the wall was to be built about Jeruſalem; it 
was preſently done by this expedient, every one undertook 
to repair over apainſt his own houſe, See Neh. ii. 10, &. 
And if ever the decayed walls of the goſpel Jeruſalem be 
Pult vp; it wilt de by the ſame” method. Byery one 


muſt 
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be clean.: If here were a church zin every. b ule, 
there would be ſueh a church in our land; as would make 
its Praiſe throughout all the earth. We: cannot better 


ſerve our country, than by keeping up religion. in our, tas 


milies. 1109 175 ieee ; YT - $575 #2 Irv tt 
Let families be well catechiſed, and. then the public 
preaching of tbe word will be the more profitable, and 
the more ſugceſsful. For want of this, when we ſpeak 
never ſo plainly of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
ef Gad, to the moſt. we do but ſpeak. parabjes.. The book 
of the Lord is delivered to them that are not catechiled, 
ſaying, Read this, and they ſay, We are not learned; 
learned enough in other things, but not in the one. thing 
needful, Iſa. xxix. 12. But cur wark.is.caly with thoſe 
that from their childhood have known the;ſcriptures._ 

i, If every family were a praying family, public prayers 
would be the better joined with, more intelligently, ard 


more affectionately; for the more we are uſed to prayer, 


the more expert we ſhall be in that holy and divine art 
of entring into the holieſt in that day. And public re- 
proofs and admonitions would, be as 4 nail in a ſure 
place, if maſters of families would ſecond them with: their 
family> diſcipline, and ſo clench thoſe nails. 
- ' | Religious families are bleſſings to the neighbourhood 
they live in, at-leaſt by their prayers. A good ma heb 
becomes a public good, and it is his ambition to be fo. 
Though be ſees bis childrens children, be has. mall jor 
of that, if be do not ſee peace upon 1/racl, Pal. cxxvill. 
556. And therefore poſtponing all his own, intereſts and 
ſatisfactions, he ſets himſelf to. /e:k the Cod of Feruſal:m 
_ the days of his life. Happy were we, if we bad many 
That which now remains is, to addreſs myſelf to 
you upon the whole matter by way of exhortation; and 
I. pray you, let my counſel be acceptable to you; and 
while I endeavour to give every one bis portion, let yaur 
conſciences aſſiſt me herein, and take to yourſelyes that 
which belongs o ybub. ein ie re th 
in oFeeft, Let thoſe maſters of families that haze hith erte 
lived in the negleci of family-religion,, be perſuaded 711 


Io ges it up, and from henceforward, to, make 'canſcienc : 
its {know it is bard,40;perfuade people to begin "PE 
Nock | e 
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k 
» 
, 
* % „ 


by his grace ſet in with this word, who can tell but ſome 
map be wrought upon to comply with the defign. of it? 
ö We have no ill deſign in urging you to this part of your 
ö duty : we aim not at the advantage of a party, but purely . 
at the proſperity of your families. We are ſure we have 
reaſon on our ſide, and if you will but ſuffer that to rule 
ou, we ſhall gain our point, and you will all go home 
Ermiy reſolved, as Joſhua was, that whatever others do 
; themſelyes, and whatever they ſay of you, Tou ard your 
houſes will ſerv? the Lord, God put it into, and keep 
4 it in, the imagination of the thaught of your heart, and 
B eſtabliſhed your way therein before him. 1 
| Proceed in the right method; Firſt, Set up Chriſt up- 
on the throne in your hearts, and then ſet up a church 
for Chriſt in your houſe. Let Chriſt dwell in your hearts 
by. faith, and then let him dwell in your kouſes ; you do. 
not begin at the right end of yaur work, if you do not 
Hrſt give away your ounſelves to the Lord; God had re- 
ſpect firſt to Abel, and then to his offering. Let the fear 
and love of God rule in your hearts, and have a com- 
manding ſway and empire there, and then ſet np an altar 
for God in your tents ; for ycu cannot do that accepta- 
bly, till you have firſt conſccrated yourſelves as ſpiritual 
prieſts to God, to ſer ve ac that altar. | 
And when your hearts, like Lydia's, are opened to 
Chriſt, let your houſes, like hers, be opened to him too, 
Acts xvi. 14, 15. Let there be churches in all your houſes; 
let thoſe that have the ſtatelieſt, richeſt, and beſt furniſh- 
ed houſes, reckon a church in them to be their beſt orna- 
ment. Let thoſe that have houſes of the greateſt care and 
buſineſs, reckon family-religion their beſt imployment, 
and not neglect the one thing needſul, while they are 
careful and cumbered about many things nor let thoſe 
that have cloſs aud mean habitations be diſcouraged ; the 
ark of God long dwelt in curtains. Your dwelling is 
not ſo ſtrait, but you may find room for a church in it. 
Church · work uſes to be chargeable, but you may do this 
church work cheap: you need not make ſilver ſhrines 
as they did for Diana, nor laviſh gold out of the bag. 
as idolaters did in the ſervice of their dunghill gods, (Iſa. 
xlyi. 6.) No, an altar of earih ſhall. you make ta your 
Cod, Exod; xx. 24. and be will accept it. Chap Wark 
| | ; 8 
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Acre in the Houſe, 3 
uſes to be flow work, but you ma y. d 0 this quickly. ; Put 


— 


on reſolution, and you may ſet up this tabernacle to- night 


berge „ Po On 
Would you keep up your authority in your family: 
You cannot do it better, than by keeping up religion in 
your family. If ever a maſter of a family looks great, truly 
great, it is when he is going before his houſe in the ſervice 
of God, and preſiding among them in holy things. Then 
he ſhews himſelf worthy of double honour, when he teach- 
eth them the good knowledge of the Lord; and is their 
moors to God in prayer, bleſſing them in the name of 
. 5 = 
Would you have your family-relations comfortable, 
our affairs ſucceſsful, and give an evidence of your pro- 
2 ſubjection of the goſpel of Chriſt ? Would you live 
in God's fear, and die in his favour, and eſcape that curſe 
which is entailed on prayerleſs families ? Let religion in 
the power of it, have its due place; that is, the upper- 
moſt place in your houſes, : 


* 1 —— 
2 


Many objections your own corrupt hearts will make 
againſt building theſe churches, but they will appear fri- 
volous and trifling to a pious mind, that is ſtedfaſtly re- 
ſolved for God and podlineſs; you will never go on in 
your way to heaven, if you will be frightned by lions in 
the ſtreet. Whatever is the difficulty you dread, the 
diſcouragement you apprehend in it, I am confident, it is 
not infuperable, it is not unanſwerable. But he that 06. 
ſerves the wind, ſhall not ſow ; and he that regards the 
clouds, ſhall not reap. 3 

Be not loth to begin a new euſtom, if it be a good cuſ- 
tom, eſpecially if it be a duty, (as certainly that is) 
which while you continue in the neglect of, you live in 
ſin; for omiſſions are ſins, and muſt come into judg- 
ment. It may be, you have been convinced, that you 
oupht to worſhip God in your families, and that it is a 
good thing to do ſo, but you have put it off to ſome more 
convenient ſeaſon. Will you now at laſt take occaſion 
from this ſermon to begin it? And do not defer ſo good 
a work any longer. The preſent ſeaſon is without doubt 
the moſt convenient ſeaſon. Begin this day; let this 
be the day of your laying the foundation of the Lord's 
temple in your houſe; and then conſider from this day 
and upwird, as God by the prophet reaſons with the 
2 * 1 people, 
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22 Ache ‚ 
people, ho neglected 
19, Take notice, Whether God do not from this ay, re- 
mirKably bleſs you, in all that you have and do. ' 
Plead not your own weaknels and inability to perf 


ITY 


as you would, and God will accept of you, You will 
write what is neceſſary for-the carrying on of your trade, 
though you cannot write ſo fine a hand as ſome others 
can; and will you not be as wiſe in the work of your 
Chriſtian calling, to do your beſt, though it be far ſhort 
ofthe beſt, rather than not do it at all? To him that 


hath but one talent, and trades with that, more ſhall be 


given; but fromhim that buries it, it ſhal} be taken away. 


Be at ſome pains to make the ſcriptures familiar to you, 
eſpecially David's Pſalms, and then you cannot be to 


ſeek for a variety of apt expreſſions. proper to be uſed 

in prayer, for they will be always at your right hand. 

Take with you thoſe words, words which che Holy 

Ghoſt teaches, for you cannot _ more acceptable 
words. 

Aud now ſhall Tprovail wich yon in this peer? Tam 
oth to leave you u unreſolved, or but a/moſt perſuaded ; 
beg of you for God's ſake, for Chriſt's ſake, for your 
own b precious ſoul's ſake, and. for the - childrens ſake of 
your own bodies, that you will live no longer in the ne- 
glect of ſo great, and necelfary,: and comfortable a duty, 
this of family-worſhip is. When we .preſs upon you 
the more inward duties of faith and love, and the fear 
ef God, it cannot be ſo evident that we ſucceed in our 

errand, as it may be in this. It is certain you get not 


glen of family- religion; and ill you caſt off fear, and 
train prayer before God. Tout families will be wit- 
Beſſes againſt you,” that this work was -undone ; and this 


ſermon will Witnels againſt you, that it was not for want 
of being called to do it, but for want of hearts to do it, 


when 50 "were called. But T hope better things of you. 
bitten, and thiths that: accompany falvation, tho 
Tow oe ak. 39 $0 | VIDE. £5. | 
cody; Let the that have” tept 25 family-worſhip 
heyy ; S v. Ng lat have ll it , be perſuaded to re- 


1 


ants ceive 


to build the tomple, Hag. ii. hk 


family-worſhip ; make uſe of the helps that are — | 
for you: do as well as you can, when you cannot do ſo 


bod by this ſermon, but it is wholly loſt upon you, if 
Mer 80 have heard or read it; you continue in the ne- 
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1 + HO 35 you | 
remember the -kindneſs af your -youth, and the. love | 
Yo time was when you God daily; 
and de elighted to know his ways, as families that did zigb- 
eouſueſa, and foriook not the ordinances of your God , 
— it is otherwiſe. The altar of the Lord is broken 
down and neglected, the daily ſacrifice is ceaſed; and 
God hath kept an account how many days It bath ceal-.. 
ed, whether you have or no, Dan. viii, 13, 14. Now, 


God comes into your bouſes ſecking fruit, but he. finds 


none, or next to none: you are ſo eager in your world- 


ly purſuits, that vou have neither hearts nor time for 


rechen exerciſes, - You began at firſt frequently to 
omit. the ſervice, and a ſmall matter ſerved. for an 


_ to put it by, ood: ſo by degrees it come to no- 
thing, 


0 O that thoſe, who hang thus left. their firſt hoe, —_ | 
now remember whence they are fallen, and repent and do 
their fe works. Enquire how this good. work came to- 
be neglected; was it not becauſe your-love to God cools 
ed, — the love of the world mths; Have not vou 
found a manifeſt decay in the proſperity of your ſouls, 
ſince you let fall this good works? Hath not ſin got 
ground in your hearts, and in your houſes? And though 
when you dropt your family-worſhip, you — FOars 


ſelves, , that you would make it up in-ſecret-worſhip, be. 


cauſe. you were not willing to allow yourſelves time for 
both, yet have you declined in that alſo? Are you not 
grown leſs frequent, and leſs fervent, in your cloſet too? 


Where is now the bleſſedneſs you have formerly ſpoken 


of? I beſeech you lay out yourſelves to retrieve it in time. 


Say as that. penitent adultereſs, Hol. ii. 7. Iwill go an 


retura to my firſt husband, for then it was better 25 me 
than now... Cleanſe the ſanQuary, put away the ſtrange 
gods; is money the god, or the belly the god, that. 


. bath gained poſſeſſion of the heart and * ?. Whatever 


it is, caſt it out. Repair the altar of the Lord, and begin 
again the daily ſacriſice and oblation. Ligbt the lamps 
again, and barn the incenſe, Rear up the tabernacle of 
David. which is fallen. down, lengthen. its cords, - and 
ſtrengthen its ſtakes, and reſolve it ſhall never be neglect- 
ed again as it bath. been. Perhaps you and peur fa- 
e been a aagifeſtly 1 ihs _ rehukes of daa, 


dence 


debe fince you left. O- vor dry. 
be neglected to pay ui v., Fae 
the voice of ibe rod, and of hm that hath appointed it, 
for it minds you of your forgotten vows, ſaying, Ariſe, 
go bp "to Berbel, and dwell there, Gen. xxxv. 1. Let 
he place thou dwelleſt in, ever be a Bethel, fo ſhall God 
divetl with thee there, 7 i ent 7 ne hen 
Thirdly, Ler thoſe that are remiſs and negligent in 
their family worſhip, be awakened to more zeal and con- 
ſtuney. Some of you perhaps have a church in your 
_ houſe," but it is not a flouriſhing church; it is like the 
church of Laodicea, neither cold nor hot; or like the 
church of Sardis, in which the things that remain are 
ready to die. So that it hath little more than a name 
to live. Something of this work of the Lord is done 
for faſhion ſake, but it is done deceitſully: you have 
in your fork a male, but you vow and ſacrifice to the 
Lord & corrupt thing + you grow cuſtomary in your ac- 
cuſtoined ſervices, and bring the torm and the blind, the 
lame, and the ſick for ſacrifice : and you offer that to 
your God, which you would ſcorn to offer to your go- 
vernor: and though it is but little you do for the church 
in ydur houſe, you think that too much, and ſay, Be- 
hold; what a wearineſs is it!] You put it off with a ſmall 
and icconſiderable ſcantling of your day, and that with 
the dregs and refuſe of it. Lou can ſpare no time at all 
for it in the morning, nor any in the evening, till you are 
half aſleep. It is thruſt into a cor ner, and almoſt loſt 
in & croud of worldly buſineſs 5 and carnal converſe. 
When it is done, it is done fo ſlightly, in ſo much haſt, 
aud with ſo little reverence, that it makes no impreſſion 
upon yourſelves, or your families. The Bible lies ready, 


but you bave no time to read: your ſervants are other- 


wiſe employed, and you think it is no matter for calling 
them in: you yourlelves can take up with a word or two 
of prayer, or reſt in a lifeleſs, heartleſs, tale of words. 
Thus it is every day, and perhaps little better on the 
Lord's days ; no repetition, no catechiſing, no ſinging of 
Palins; or none to any purpoſe. r 
Js it thus with any of your families? Is this the preſent 
ite of i the” church in your houfe ? My brethren, theſe 
things dught not to be ſo. It is not enough that you do 
that Which is good, but you muſt de it well. God and 


From religion 


4 


bh you bear at length ; 
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if they have not the innermoſt an 
Chriſt will come no whither to be an underling; be is 
not a gueſt to be ſet behind the door. What comfort, 
what benefit, can you promiſe to yourſelves: from ſuch 


trifling ſervices as theſe; from an empty form of godli 


neſs without the power of it? 


1 beſeech you, firs, make a buſineſs of your family-reli- 
gion, and not a by-buſineſs. Let it be your pleaſure and 
delight, and not a task and drudgery- Contrive your af- 
fairs ſo, as that the molt convenient time may be allotted 
both morning and evening for your family :- worſhip, ſo as 
that y ou may not be unſit for it, or diſturbed and ſtrait- 
ned in it; herein wiſdom is profitable to direct. Addreſs 


yourſelves to it with reverence and, ſeriouſneſs, and a fo- 


lemn pauſe, that thoſe who join with you may ſee and 
ſay, that God is with you of a truth, and may be ſtruc 
thereby into a like holy awe. You need not he long in 
the ſervice, but you ought to be lively in it; not ſloth- 
ſul in this buſineſs, becauſe it is buſineſs, for God and 
your ſouls, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerning the Lord. 

- Fourchly, Let thoſe that have à church in their houſe, 
very careful to adorn and beautify it in their conver- 
ſation. If 2 pray in your families, and read the ſerip- 
tures, and ſing Pſalms, and yet are paſſionate and fro- 
ward with your relations, quarrelſome and contentious 
with your neighbours, unjuſt and deceitful in your deal- 


ings, intemperate and given to tippling, or allow your- 


ſelves in any other ſinful way, you pull down with one 
hand, what you build up with the other. Your prayers 
will de an abomination. to God, and to good men too, 


if they be thus polluted. Be not deceived, God is not 


mocked, 11 | & 5 be hs 
See that you be zniverſal in your religion, that it may 

appear you are ſincere in it. Shew that you believe a 

reality in it, by acting always under the commanding 


power and influence of it. Be not Chriſtians upon your 
| knees, and Jews in your ſhops. While you ſeem faigts 


in your devotions, prove not yourſelves ſinners in your 
converſations.. Having begun the day in the ſear of God, 
be in that fear all the day Jong. Let the example you 


ſet your families be throughout good, and by it teach 
them not only to read and pray, for that. is: but half their 
r 


work 


1 
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Ace inthe Houſe, 3, 
religion have in effect no place in your hearts or houles, 


Work, but by it teach them to be meek and humble ſo- 
ber and temperate, loving und peaceable, juſt and hopeſt: 
ſo ſllalh you adorn the doctrine of God our Sabiour; and | 
thoſe that will not be won by the word; ſhall-be woi/by | 
your converſation.' Tour family-worſhip-is an honowr'to 
you, ſee to it, that neither you nor yours be in any thiug | 
9 ; 7: 4 * I 


a _— 8 e e 
-» 'Fifthly, Let thoſe that are ſetting out in the worid, ſet 
p A church in their houſe at firſt, and not defer it. Plead 
not youth and baſhfulneſs ; if you have conſidence enough 
to rule a family, T hope, you have confidence enough to 
pray with a family. Say not, The time is come, the time 


5 that the Lord's houſe ſhould be built, as they did that 
y welt in the ceiled houſes, while/God's houſe lay waſte, 
4 Hag. i. 2; 4. It ought to be built preſently ; and the 
1 longer you put it off, the more difficulty there will be in 
; _ doing of it, and the more danger, that it will never be 
1 © Now you are beginning the world, as you call it, ht 
A not your wiſdom, as. well as duty, to begin with God? 
8 Can you begin better? Or can you expect to proſper, if 
4 vou r thus? The fuller your heads are of 
4 care about ſetting up houſe, and ſetting up ſhop, ant 
1 ſettling in both, the more need you have of daily prayer, 
„ that by it you may caſt your care on God, and fetch in 
A wiſdom and direction from on high. 1 
* Sixthly, In all your removes, be ſure to take the church 
I in your houſe along with yo.. Abraham oft removed his 
4 tent, but wherever he pitched it, there the firſt thing be 
8 did was to build an altar. It is obſervable” concerning 7 


Aquila and Priſcilla, of whoſe pious family my text ſpeaks, 
that when Paul wrote his epiſtle to the Romans they were 
at Rome: for he ſends ſalutations to them thither, an 
there it is ſaid they had a church in their houſe, Rom. 
"xvi. 5. But now when he wrote this epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians they were at Epheſus, for thence it ſhould ſeem this 
* epiſtle bore date, and here he ſends ſalutations from them; 
and ar Epheſus alſo they had @ church in their houſe; As 
wherever we go ourſelves, we muſt take our religion with 
w; fo wherever we take our families, or part of them, 
"we muſt" take our ſamily-religion with us; for in all . 
places we need divine protection, and experiente divine 51 
© goodneſs,” 1 will therefore that men pray every Where. 3 
n When | 
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A Uburch in the-Howſ#'s. 89 
-<: When yo are in your eity-houſes, let not the buſimeſs 
of them erow q out your familv- religion 3 nor iet ithe dis 
verſions of your country - houfes indiſpoſe your mind «d 
__ Theſe ſerious exerciſes. That care and that pleaſurs ate 
vunſeaſonable and inordinate, which leave you: not beth 
heart and time to attend the ſervice of the churrh in your = 
houſe. POP e "oF a bebe 
Let me here be an advocate alſo for thaſe families 
_ _ whoſe maſters are dſten abſent from them, ſor their health 
or pleaſure, eſpecially on the Lord's day, or long abſemt 
upon buſineſs: and let me beg theſe abſent maſters to 
conſider with whom they leave thoſe few fheep in the uh. 
derne, (1 Sam, xvii. 28.) and whether they do not 
leave them neglected and expoſed. Perhaps there is not 
a juſt cauſe for your abſence ſo much, nor can you gie 
a good anſwer to that queſtion, What doſithou heres - 
\ {ijah-? But if they be a juſt cauſe, you ought᷑ to cake cave 
that the church in your houſe be not neglected when yu 
are abroad, but that the work be done when you are not 

_- at home to do it. WES 5 ele neg 0 
|  Seventhly, Let inferior relations help to: promote neli- 
gion in the families where they are. If family worſhip 
de not kept up in the houſes where you live, let ſo much 
the more be done in your cloſets for God and your ſoulz: 

If it be, yet think not that will excuſe you from ſecret 

_ worſhip : all is little enough to keep up the life of region = 
in your hearts, and help you forwards towards heaven. 
Let the children of praying parents, and the ſervants 
aof praying maſters, account it a great: privilege to live in 
houſes that have churches in them, and be careful to- im- 
prove that privilege. Be you allo ready;to-every:.gagd 
work; make the religious exerciſes. of your family eaſy 
and pleaſant to thoſe that perform them, by. ſhewipg 
yourſelves forward to attend on them, and careful taat- 
tend to them; for your backwardueſs and mindleſnęſs 
vill be their greateſt diſcouragement. Let your lives Al- 
d be a credit to good education, and make it appear to 
with whom you converſe, that you arg every way the 
beer ſor living in religious families. = 
AI Kgbthly, Let ſolitary people, that ate 


ro. 


wo # 2 


116 milit, have churches in their chambers, churches, in their 
ri _aloſea, When every man repaired the wall of. Jeruſa cm, 


over Aint bis pwr houſe, we read. of gap thay Ne 
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= - wa e Ai e wii Ne i ii. 10, K. N 
1 alone out of the way of family · worſhip, onght to take ſa, 1|* 
4 much the more time for their ſecret. worſhip and, i,. 
l poſſible, add the more ſolemnity to it... You-haye..not *| |; 
families to-read the ſcriptures to, read them ſo much the Tf: 
b more to yourſelves, | Vou have not children and ſervants 
to catechiſe, nor parents or maſters to be catechiſed by, | 


.catechiſe yourſelves then, that you may 50d faſt the form 
ef ſound words, which. you have received. Exhort one | 
 anather.——So we read it, Heb. iii. 13. Paracaleite | | 

cautous——Exhort. yourſelves, So it might as well be 1 

read. You are not made; keepers of pour vineyards, and 

therefore the. greater is your ſhame if your -0w1n mineyar: 
you donot keep, When you are alone, yet you Are not ; | 
Alone, ſor the Father is with you, to obſerve what ym | 
do, and to own and accept you, if you do well. 
Ninthly, Let thoſe that are to chuſe a ſettlement, con: 2 
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ſult the wel wed f their ſouls in the choice, If a church 
in the houſe be ſo neceſſary, ſo comfortable, then be ye 
not —— — with unbelievers, who will have no 
kindnels for the church in the houſe, nor aſſiſt in the ſup- 
port of it, but inſtead. of building this houſe, Pluck it 
down with their hands, Prov. xiv. 1. Let apprentice- 
ſhips and other ſervices be choſen by this. rule, that that 
is beſt for us, which is beſt for our ſouls ; and therefore 
it is our intereſt to go with thoſe, and be with thoſe, with 
whom God is, Zech. viii. 21, When Lot was to chuſe 
4 a habitation, he was determined therein purely by ſecular 
advantages, Gen. xiii. 11, 14. and God zuſtly corrected 
his ſenſual choice, for he never had a quiet day in the 
Sodom he choſe, till he was fired out of it. The Jewiſh 
_ writers tell of one of their devout Rabbins, who being 
courted to dwell in a , place which was otherwiſe well 
accommodated, but had no ſynagogue near, he utterly re- 
fuſed to accept the invitation, and gave that text for his 
reaſon, Pſal. cxix. 72. The law of thy mouth is better 
to me, than thouſands o of gold and ſilver. — 
Tenthly, Let religious families keep up friendſhip ad 
fellowſhip with each other, and as they have opportully 
aſſiſt one another in doing good, The communio of 
churches . hath always | been accounted their bevty, 
. ſtrength, an Phe 11 and ſo is the communion o theſe 
domeſtic ch ches. We find here, and in other * 3 8 
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done another; viſit one another, love one another, 


1 


them. Religious families ſhould preet 


for'one another, and as becomes houſholds of faith, 7. 
the good they can one to another, foraſmuch” as they all 
meet now daily at the ſame throne of grace, and hope ta 
meet ſhortly at the ſame throne of glory; to be no more 
as they are now divided in Jacob, and ſcattered in Iſrael. 


Luaſtly, Let thoſe houſes that have churches in them, 
flouriſhing churches A have comfort in them, . Is religion 


in the power of it, uppermoſt in your bouſes? And are 
you and yours ſerving the Lord, ſerving bim daily? Go 
on and proſper, for the Lord is with you, while you be 


with him. See your houles undet the protection and 
bleſſing of heaven, and be aſſured, that all things ſhall 


work together for good to you. Make it appear by your 


holy chearſulneſs, that you find God a good maſter, wiſ- 


dom's ways pleaſanineſs, and her paths peace; and that 
you ſee no reaſon to envy thoſe that ſpend their days in 


carnal mirth, for you are acquainted with better pleaſures, | 


than any they can pretend to. 

Are your houſes on earth God's houſes? Are they de- 
dicated to him, and employed for him ? Be of good com- 
fort, his houſe in heaven ſhall be yours ſhortly : In n 
Father's houſe there are many manſions; and one you 


may be ſure for each of you, that thus by a patient con N 


tinuance in well · doing ſeek for glory, honour, and ĩ immor- 
tality. 


1 N 1 3. 


U 


g : La owe [3.49 — a * ML TW 2 + 44 . 
* - * 8 2? G 3s oft ers * * * 2 * n * W _ = : v ”* x 828 3 a 
. : ! - * KE 8 4 N * 1 9 - l A 
2 m — I F g * A 


has 3 Mr, Ralph Erſkine's goſpel ſonnets. © „ 
Memoirs and ſpiritual exerciſeß of Elizabeth wet” 8 
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Mr. Ebenezer Extkine* 5 ſermons, 4 vols... : 
- Arabrole looking unto Jeſus, ' 
 Durham's enpoſition of the Song of 80 


- Several fermons on national covenanting, * che rev. Mr 


ieee 1 complae armour | 3 2 þ 5 8 
Flavel's whole works. JED OT tr 15 e 
At. : ; a 555 . WAKE + dts, 


r family Bitle, a 5 ee, 24d 
Durbam's co t © 1-0 88 enen en 


-Durham's ſermons on the iii. of Iſaiah. <  _ = 
Guthrie's trial of a ſaving intereſt in Cbrie. A ES rd 1,7 


Catechiſm. explained by Meſſers Erſkine * Fiſher. „ 5 
Ambroſe firſt, middle, and laft things, v7 "ol ; V 


R 2 „ 
Rutherford's letters large pr bet EY _ "SE ; 
[arrow of modern ens ts both parts with Bofn's note. ; 

urham's ſermons on death. ; AT” : Pp MF 
'Luther's 7357 „ „ ry 
2 SHOWING: article; are all ſold Man a 
The ſynod of Jeruſalem conf Bide ore alſo f 


the rer. Mr. George Muir, minifter of the goſpel in Paiſley. 


The form of proceſs u fee in kirk courts, . | ns 8 
Act, declaration, and teſti Coy 8 f aer 


Ac concerning the doctrine o grace and renew the covenants, 
| Welch's 52 Directions. 1 2 Lhe 


The follawing 15 articles by the Rev. Mr. Ralph E chi. 
Aparaphraſe on the Song of Solomon. NY 


=; A ſele& collection of ſeripture ſon s. * 


A paraphraſe « on the lamentations. Th 8 
Type t promiſe; in ſeven ſermons. | | 
"The harmony of the divine attributes. 

© Chrift the people's covenant, t.. 160 

- The word of ſalvation ſent to ſinners. 1 : 

| Faitb'aplea on God's word and covenant. | 

.. Chriſt's treaſures opened up by himſelf. - 

The ſaving ſight ; or, a view of God in Chriſt, in buen fermom, 
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"The comer's conflict | 
The Main Queſtion of the Goſpel Catcchiſms 5 
Preventing Love. e 4 
© The Lamb in the midſt df the throne,” 1 oh 

The gatheriog « of the people to Shiloh. „ 


may be had Bibles gilt aud lain, New 1" AEDY 
Pfalm books of different kinds, bea young communicanta 


A "8. | catechiſm, mother's catechilm, proof catechiſm, Muckarſie's ca- 


techiſms, Watt's catechiſm in 3 parts, 


| cn, W larger caetchiſms, fingle cate- 
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